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and visitors: early rising being here the fashion, and reason
must wherever artificial lighting is scanty. However, we do not
at once open to our friends, nor will they take offence at the
delay, but remain where they are chatting together before our
door till we admit them; of so little value is time here. Our
drink is water, for which we address ourselves to a goat-skin
filled from the neighbouring well by Fatimah, daughter of our
landlord Hasan-el-Misree, and suspended against the wall in
the shady corner of the court. We untie its mouth where it
hangs, and let out the contents into a very rude but strong
brass cup of town manufacture, and with this teetotaller draught
content ourselves. I hardly know why we had not yet begun
at IJa'yel to make our own coffee; we became better house-
keepers in the after course of the journey. We then arrange
the carpets, and I retire to my doctoral seat within, taking care
to have the scales and an Arab book in ostentatious evidence
before me, while Barakat-esh-Sharnee opens the entrance.

In comes a young man of good appearance, clad in the black
cloak common to all of the middle or upper classes in Central
Arabia; in his hand he bears a wand of the Sidr or lotos-wood.
A silver-hilted sword and a glistening Kafee'yah announce him
to be a person of some importance, while his long black ringlets,
handsome features and slightly olive complexion, with a tall
stature and easy gait, declare him native of Djebel Shomer,
and townsman of JJa'yel; it is 'Ojeyl, the eldest born of a large
family, and successor to the comfortable house and garden of
his father not long since deceased, in a quarter of the town
some twenty minutes' walk distant He leads by the hand his
younger brother, a modest-looking lad of fair complexion and
slim make, but almost blind, and evidently out of health also.
After passing through the preliminary ceremonies of intro-
duction to Barakat, he approaches my recess, and standing
without, salutes me with the greatest deference. Thinking
him a desirable acquaintance, I receive him veiy graciously,
and he begs me to see what is the matter with his brother. I
examine the case, finding it to be within the limits of my skill,
and not likely to require more than a very simple course of
treatment. Accordingly I make my bargain for the chances of
recovery, and find 'Ojeyl docile to the terms proposed, and
with little disposition, all things considered, to backwardness